
ORDINANCE NO. 264PRIVATE 


AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING ELECTRIC SERVICE


CONNECTIONS, FIXING ELECTRIC RATES,


ESTABLISHING REGULATIONS, PROVIDING PENALTIES,


ADOPTING PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS SECTIONS 7.300 TO 7.470


AND SECTIONS 7.900 TO 7.910;


DECLARING AN EMERGENCY AND REPEALING PRIOR ORDINANCES.

THE CITY OF DRAIN ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:
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Definitions.  For purposes of this Chapter the following words shall have their assigned meaning:



(1)
"City" shall mean the City of Drain or its authorized representative.



(2)  "Customer" shall mean any individual, partnership, corporation, firm, or governmental agency supplied with utility service by the city at one location.



(3)  "Kilowatt (KW)" shall mean a unit of power equal to 1,000 watts, or 1.341 horsepower.



(4)  "Kilowatt-Hour (KWH)" shall mean the amount of energy delivered in one hour when delivery is at a constant rate of 1 kilowatt (3412.8 Btu's).



(5)  "Load" shall mean the power requirement, usually measured in kilowatts, of a system or piece of equipment at a given instant, or the average rate of energy used during any designated period of time.



(6)  "Load Factor" shall mean the ratio of average kilowatt load to the kilowatt demand during any designated period, expressed in percent.



(7)
"Meter" shall mean an instrument used for measuring the electric energy or power delivered to the customer.



(8)  "Month" shall mean the period approximating one month in length and coinciding with the dates on which regular electrical meters are read.  A fraction of a month shall be charged as a full month.



(9)  "National Electric Code" shall mean the State of Oregon Electrical Specialty Code as adopted by the State of Oregon Department of Commerce pursuant to ORS 456.750 to ORS 456.885.



(10)  "Power" shall mean the rate of generating, transferring, transforming or use of energy measured in kilowatts or horsepower.



(11)  "Power Factor" shall mean the ratio of kilowatts to kilovolt-amperes expressed in percent.



(12)  "Readily Accessible" shall mean that which is normally and easily reached during regular daytime service hours; not subject to being under private "lock and key," "fenced-in," or within a "dog-run" area.



(13)  "Service Drop" shall mean the overhead service conductors from the last pole or other aerial support, including the splices, if any, which connect to the service entrance conductors at the building or other structure.



(14)  "Service Entrance" shall mean the service conductors and conduit/cable between the terminals of the service equipment (see National Electrical Code Requirements) and the point of attachment of the service drop or service lateral.



(15)  "Service Lateral" shall mean the underground service conductors (and raceway, if used) between the secondary distribution system (including any risers at a pole or other structures or from transformers, junction box or underground vault) and the first point of connection to the service entrance conductors.



(16)  "Weatherhead" shall mean the termination at the end of the conduit through which the customer's conductors pass for attachment to an aerial service drop.


New Service - Line Extensions and Connections
7.305

Applications for Service.  All persons desiring electrical service for buildings which have never before been served by electricity shall make application for service and by this application agree to pay and abide by the charges, rates, rules and regulations specified in Code sections 7.310 to 7.470 and sections 7.900 to 7.910.

7.310

Line Extensions.



(1)  Where a person applies for service and there is no existing city line in the right of way adjacent to the property to be served, the city may, in its discretion, extend the existing lines.



(2)  The city will construct line extensions only along public streets, roads and highways which the city has the legal, right to occupy and on public lands and private property across which rights of way satisfactory to the city may be obtained without cost to the city.



(3)  Should the city extend its lines, the person or persons requesting the extension shall contract to pay for the extension and all costs of construction including, but not limited to, the costs of materials, transformers, labor, transportation, engineering, overhead, and contingencies at the rate of (1-1/2 times the cost of construction) to be paid on a monthly basis over a five year period.



(4)
A person applying for line extensions for a development project shall comply with the following requirements:



(a)  Submit complete and approved plot plans of the area including grade information, street or area parking, sewer, water and distribution mains, landscaping, location of other utility services and an estimate of electrical load and service requirements to the city.



(b)  Provide any easements required by the city at no cost to the city.  These easements shall be included in the recorded plot or shall be specified in a written agreement to secure the easements prior to the city beginning construction.  Each property to be served by the line extension shall be covered by a recorded deed restriction requiring underground electrical service to serve that property.  Unless otherwise agreed and specified in the easement, no buildings or structures of any kind may be constructed on these easements.



(c)  Be responsible for all grading and staking of property lines and lot corners.  Grade stakes indicating final grade shall be placed so that electric facilities installed by the city can be at proper depth after the development is completed.  Any relocation in depth or routing of the installed underground system made necessary by action of the developer/customer shall be done at the expense of the developer/customer. Any rough grading required shall be completed before installation of any electric facilities is started.

7.315

Service Conductors - Type.



(1)  All service conductors shall be underground where underground service is available or where the city will make it available.



(2)  Overhead service shall be provided where underground service is not available and the city deems underground service impracticable.

7.320

Service Conductors - Responsibility and Cost.



(1)  The customer shall install, own and maintain the service entrance and meter base for an overhead conductor.  The customer shall pay for, install, own and maintain the service entrance equipment.  For an underground conductor the customer shall pay for, install, own and maintain a service lateral conduit.  The city shall not be held liable for any loss or damage to persons or property resulting from defects in the customer's installation or equipment or the delivery of energy thereto.



(2)  The city shall install, own and maintain all equipment, other than those items enumerated in subsection (1) above, necessary to supply electricity to the meter and the meter itself.  The cost of this service shall be paid by the person applying for the service at a rate of $100 per meter.

7.325

Placement of Meter Bases.



(1)  Location of every meter base must be approved by the city.  Unless otherwise authorized by the city's electrical department, the meter base shall be located in a readily accessible location outside the building so that the center of the meter or top row of multiple meter installations is 6 feet, plus or minus 6 inches, above finished ground level or projected walkway at that point.



(2)  Meter bases shall not be placed under porches, carports or breezeways, over open pits, moving machinery, hatchways, in the path of falling water, or where the meter may be subjected to excessive vibration or possible mechanical damage.



(3)  The customer shall maintain ready accessibility to the city's meter and equipment.  A key is not considered acceptable for obtaining access to the meter.

7.330

Point of Attachment.



(1)  Before installing or altering service entrance equipment the customer shall obtain approval from the city of the point of attachment and placement of the weatherhead.



(2)  The strength of the structure at the point of attachment shall be sufficient to supply the mechanical load (pull) of the service drop under ice and wind loading conditions plus an acceptable safety margin.

7.335

Service Drops.



(1)  Should the city use service drops to supply electricity to a meter, the customer shall make sure that the path between the service pole and the point of attachment are clear of structures or other obstructions.



(2)  The city shall not contact a building with a service drop at more than one point except as permitted under the National Electrical Code.

7.340

Communications Systems.



(1)  Should the customer wish to have underground communications systems installed at the same time the city installs an underground electrical system, the city shall cooperate if possible in accordance with existing joint agreements and practices.



(2)  Underground communications systems shall be installed in the manner provided in the Design Manual for Streets and Ways.

7.345

Wiring Beyond Meter.  The customer shall install, own and maintain all wiring and equipment beyond the meter.  Such wiring shall conform to all requirements of the governmental agencies having jurisdiction thereof.

7.350

Inspection by City.  The city shall have the right, but shall not be obligated, to examine the customer's equipment before service is supplied and at any future time as determined by the city.  However, nothing in these procedures shall be construed as placing upon the city any responsibility for the inspection of, the condition of, or the maintenance of the customer's energy-consuming devices or other equipment.

7.335

Voltage.



(1)  Electric service shall be furnished in nominal 60 cycles, alternating current, single or three-phase.



(2)  Voltage at which service will be provided shall be determined by the city.  Service voltage shall be confirmed prior to making final plans and ordering equipment.



(3)  The city cannot guarantee the constancy of its voltage or frequency, nor can it guarantee against the loss of one or more phases in three-phase service and shall not be responsible for damage caused by either or both of these conditions.  The customer shall provide equipment protection for these conditions.


Disconnection or Reconnection of Service
7.360

Application for Service.  Any person desiring electrical service for a building which has been previously served by electricity but which is not currently being served shall make application for service and by this application agrees to pay and abide by the charges, rates, rules and regulations in sections 7.310 to 7.470 and sections 7.900 to 7.910 of this Code.

7.365

Connection Charge.  Each person applying for service under section 7.360 of this Code shall pay a connection fee of $10 if service is connected between 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday and $40 if service is connected at any other time.

7.370

Voluntary Discontinuation of Service.  Any person who wishes to disconnect electrical service shall notify the city three days in advance of the effective date of discontinuance.

7.375

Disconnection of Service by City.



(1)  The city may, at its option, in addition to all other rights and remedies at law or in equity, discontinue or suspend the delivery of electric service:



(a)  After written notice for failure of the customer 
to pay all charges for service when due or for 
violation of any part of these policies and 
procedures.  The city will make a reasonable 
effort to make personal contact with the customer 
before service is disconnected.



(b)  Without notice upon apparent evidence of fraud or 
to protect life or property.



(c)  Upon written notice from a government agency 
having jurisdiction to disconnect service because 
a Code violation exists.



(2)  Options may be exercised at the discretion of the city whenever and as often as any violation or default may occur. Any delay on the part of the city in exercising such option, or omission of any action permitted under such option, at any time, shall not be deemed a waiver of the city's option rights.



(3)  Service discontinued or suspended for default of payment of utility bills shall not be resumed in the name of any relative, friend, or member of the family when the head of the household has not actually changed.


Temporary and Relocated Service
7.380

Application for Temporary Service.



(1)  Temporary service may be provided for short-term or transient installations such as mobile homes for which a permanent structure for the point of attachment has not yet been constructed (30-day limit), short-term commercial activities and on-site construction operations.



(2)  Any person desiring temporary electrical service shall make application for service and by this application agrees to pay and abide by the charges, rates, rules and regulations specified in sections 7.310 to 7.470 and sections 7.900 to 7.910 of this Code.

7.385

Charges and Responsibility for Temporary Service.



(1)  The connection fee for temporary service shall be the sum of $50.



(2)  The customer shall install and pay for all supports necessary for attachment of the city's service conductor.

7.390

Relocation of Facilities.



(1)  Any person may request in writing relocation or alteration of facilities owned by the city.  The city has the discretion to decide whether such relocation or alteration will be done.



(2)  Unless the city agrees to the contrary, customers requesting relocation or alteration shall pay for the actual costs of relocation or alteration and shall deposit the estimated cost prior to the city beginning work.



(3)  The costs of relocation or alteration shall be determined according to the formula E+R+C+N-F-S = Cost to Customer.




E =
Original cost, less depreciation, of facilities to be removed or abandoned.




R =
Cost of removal work required for E.




C =
Cost of transfer, adjustment or changes to existing facilities to remain.




N = 
Cost of new facilities and work required to meet the customer's request.




F = 
Cost of new facilities and work the city would normally provide under these policies without charge to serve the customer.




S =
Salvage value of material and equipment removed.



(4)  Persons requesting such relocations shall make satisfactory arrangements for the transfer or relocation of equipment owned by any other utility and any third party which may be involved.


Security and Outdoor Lighting Service
7.395

Application and Availability.



(1)  All persons desiring dusk to dawn outdoor lighting shall make application for service and by this application agree to pay and abide by the charges, rates, rules and regulations specified in sections 7.310 to 7.470 and of sections 7.900 to 7.910 of this Code.



(2)  Should such service require extension of existing city lines, such extension may be granted upon the same terms and conditions specified in section 7.310 of this Code.

7.400

City Responsibility.



(1)  Should the city agree to provide security and outdoor lighting, the city shall furnish, install, operate and maintain in the complete lighting installation, including wood poles, at a mutually agreeable location and shall maintain the lighting including lamp replacement during the normal work week.



(2)  The complete lighting installation shall remain the property of the city.

7.405

Customer Responsibility and Charges.



(1)  The customer shall pay a connection fee as follows:




175 watt lamp



$5.00 per lamp




250 watt lamp



 6.00 per lamp




400 watt lamp



 7.00 per lamp



    1000 watt, mercury vapor or





iodine quartz


 9.50 per lamp



    1500 watt, mercury vapor or





iodine quartz


11.50 per lamp



(2)  The customer shall protect the lighting equipment from deliberate damage and shall allow the city free access to the property to maintain and inspect the equipment at any time.


Rules, Regulations and Policies
7.410

Resale Prohibited.  The customer shall not resell electrical services supplied by the city.

7.415

Rights of Way and Rights of Access.



(1)  The city shall be granted, at no cost, all rights of way, rights of access, and easements necessary to serve the customer for the installation, maintenance, repair, replacement, removal or use of any or all equipment or materials used to supply and deliver electricity to the customer.



(2)  Access at all times to the premises of the customer for the purpose of reading meters, testing, repairing, removing or exchanging any or all equipment belonging to the city shall be deemed granted during the time electric service is accepted by the customer.



(3)  The city shall be granted all necessary rights of way and rights of access to perform clearing and trimming of trees, shrubs, vines or other vegetation it deems prudent to maintain proper clearances and accessibility for the maintenance and operation of electric services, or as may be required by standard utility safety practices.  No charges ahll be made to the customer for any clearing or trimming activities; however, the decision to trim or clear shall be the exclusive right of the city.

7.420

Meter Tampering.



(1)  No person except an employee of the city in the normal course of his or her duties shall alter, remove or make any connections to city meter or service equipment.  No meter seal may be broken by anyone other than a city employee; provided, however, the city may give its prior consent to seal breaking by a customer when deemed necessary to the city.



(2)  In case of tampering with meter installation or interfering with the proper working thereof, or any other theft of service by any person, or evidence of any such tampering, interfering, theft, or service diversion, by whomsoever done, including the falsification of meter readings, the customer shall be liable to immediate discontinuance of service as provided herein.  The city shall be entitled to bill and collect from the customer the appropriate rate for all power and energy not recorded on the meter by such tampering, interfering, or other theft of service diversion (the amount of which may be estimated by the city from the best available data) and also for all expenses incurred by the city on account of such unauthorized act or acts.  The bill will be paid at such reasonable time as established by the city administrator.

7.425

Protect City Property.



(1)  The customer shall provide sufficient space and exercise proper care to protect the city's property on the customer's premises; and, in the event of loss or damage to the city's property on the customer's premises arising from neglect, carelessness, or misuse by the customer, the cost of necessary repairs or replacement shall be billed to the customer.



(2)  The customer shall be required to install suitable protective or control devices whenever the city deems such installation necessary to protect its property or that of its other customers.  The city reserves the right to refuse service to any customer when delivery of service will adversely affect service to other customers.

7.430

Service by City.  The city shall exercise reasonable diligence in supplying satisfactory and continuous electric service.  It is inherent, however, that there will at times be some degree of failure, interruption, suspension, curtailment or fluctuation.  The city cannot and will not guarantee constant or interrupted delivery of electric service and shall have no liability to its customers or any other persons for any interruption, suspension, curtailment or fluctuation in utility services or for any loss or damage caused thereby when such interruption, suspension, curtailment or fluctuation results from the following or from any other causes:



(1)  Causes beyond the city's reasonable control including, but not limited to, accident or casualty, fire, flood, drought, wind, action of the elements, court order, litigation, breakdown of or damage to facilities of the city or of third parties, acts of God, strikes or other labor disputes, civil, military or governmental authority, electrical disturbances originating on or transmitted through electrical systems with which the city's system is interconnected and acts or omissions of third parties.



(2)  Repair, maintenance, improvement, renewal or replacement of facilities, or any discontinuance of service which in the city's judgment, is necessary to permit repairs or changes to be made in the city's generating, source of supply, transmission or distribution facilities or to eliminate the possibility of damage to the city's property or to the persons or property of others.  To the extent practicable, such work, repairs, or changes shall be done in a manner which will minimize inconvenience to the customer and, whenever practicable, the customer shall be given reasonable notice of such work, repairs or changes.



(3)  Automatic or manual actions taken by the city which in its sole judgment are necessary or prudent to protect the performance, integrity, reliability or stability of the city's electric system or any electric system with which it is interconnected.  Such actions shall include, but shall not be limited to, the operation of automatic or manual protection equipment installed in the city's electric system, including, without limitation, such equipment as automatic relays, generator controls, circuit breakers and switches.



(4)  Action taken by the city with respect to any plan or course of action to conserve electric energy at times of anticipated deficiency of resources, including, but not limited to, nonvoluntary curtailment or suspension of utility services.


Monthly Electricity Rates
7.435

Bills Based on Meter Readings.  An official account, so kept (according to federal retention schedules), shall be accepted and received at all times and places, and in courts, as prima facie evidence of the use of electric power/energy, by the customer and shall be the basis on which all bills are calculated, except for those customers having unmetered service.

7.440

Time of Billing.  When service is extended to a new applicant, billing shall commence as of date service wires are attached to applicant's premises; except when service has been extended for the convenience of the city.

7.445

Single Phase Service.  All customers receiving single phase 60 cycle service shall pay the following charges:



(1)  Where 15 KVA or less transformer capacity is required the customer shall pay a basic charge of $4.00 per month. Where more than 15 KVA capacity is required the customer shall pay an additional 75 cents for each KVA over 15 or fraction thereof; and



(2)  The customer shall pay in addition to the basic charge specified in subsection (1) above, $.014 per KWH used per month.



(3)  The basic charge specified in subsection (1) shall be paid whether or not the customer is actually occupying the premises unless electric service has been discontinued in accordance with section 7.370 of this Code.



(4)  Any person who has applied for and been granted reduced water rates in accordance with section 7.085 of this Code shall be entitled to reduced electric rates equal to the basic charge specified in subsection (1) above, plus $.014 per KWH per month for each KWH over and above 1700 KWH per month.

7.450

Combined Three Phase and Single Phase Service.  All customers requiring combined three phase and single phase service shall pay the following charges:



(1)  The customer shall pay a basic charge of $.75 for each KVA of installed transformer capacity or fraction thereof required; and



(2)  The customer shall pay in addition to the basic charge specified in subsection (1) above, a demand charge of $1.60 per kilowatt determined in accordance with subsection (4) below; and



(3)  The customer shall pay in addition to the basic charge and demand charges specified in subsections (1) and (2) above an energy charge as follows:




First 1,000 KWH per month
.0273 per KWH




Next 14,000 KWH per month
.0143 per KWH




Over 15,000 KWH per month
.0072 per KWH



(4)  The average kilowatt load used by the consumer for any period of 15 consecutive minutes for the month for which the bill is rendered as indicated or recorded by a demand meter shall determine the number of kilowatts used to determine the demand charge for subsection (2) above.  However, should the 0power factor during the billing period be less than 90%, the demand for billing purposes shall be the demand as indicated or recorded by the demand meter multiplied by 90% and divided by the percent power factor.  The consumer shall maintain unity power factor as nearly as practicable and the city may measure power factor at any time.

7.455

Street and Highway Lighting Service.  All customers utilizing electrical service for street lighting, highway lighting, roadway and paved lighting shall pay for service as follows:




First 1,000 KWH per month
.0273 per KWH




Next 14,000 KWH per month
.0143 per KWH




Over 15,000 KWH per month
.0072 per KWH

7.460

Security and Outdoor Lighting Service.  All customers with security and outdoor lighting service shall pay for service as follows:



175 watt, mercury vapor

$5.00 per lamp, per month



250 watt, mercury vapor

 6.00 per lamp, per month



400 watt, mercury vapor

 7.00 per lamp, per month


    1000 watt mercury vapor or




iodine quartz 


 9.50 per lamp, per month


    1500 watt mercury vapor or




iodine quartz


11.50 per lamp, per month

7.465

Temporary Service.  All customers receiving temporary service shall pay the same monthly charges as those customers receiving permanent service as specified in sections 7.445 to 7.460 of this Code.

7.470

Point of Metering.  Metering shall be done on the low voltage side of the transformer bank; and when transformers are furnished by the city, a loss factor shall be added to both demand and energy charges.  If transformers are furnished by the customer, a discount of ten percent (10%) shall apply to the demand and energy charges after loss factor has been added.  The customer shall provide the service wires required to take energy from the point of metering.


Penalties
7.900

Notice of Violation.  Any person found to be violating sections 7.010 to 7.470 of this Code shall be served by the city with written notice stating the nature of the violation and providing a reasonable time limit for the satisfactory correction thereof.  The offender shall, within the period of time stated in such notice, permanently cease all violations.

7.905

Continuing Violation.  Any person who shall continue any violation beyond the time limit provided for in section 7.900 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof shall be fined in the amount not exceeded $250 dollars for each violation.  Each day in which any such violation shall continue shall be deemed a separate offense.

7.910

Liability for Loss.  Any person violating any of the provisions of this ordinance shall become liable to the city for any expense, loss, or damage occasioned by the city by reason of such violation.



Section 2.  The invalidity of any section, clause, sentence, or provision of this ordinance shall not affect the validity of any other part of this ordinance which can be given effect without such invalid part or parts.



Section 3.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.



Section 4.  The provisions contained herein concern the public welfare and safety and therefore, an emergency is hereby declared to exist, and this ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its passage by the city council and approval by the mayor or council president.

Passed by the City Council this


_____ day of _____________, 1979.

_________________________________

Clerk of the Council Pro Tem

Approved by the Council President this

_____ day of _____________, 1979.

_________________________________

Council President, Jack Holt

